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chicken, that hides its head under its wing, and then thinks itself safe.
Lord Elibank came to us, as did Sir William Forbes. The rash attempt in 1745 being mentioned, I observed, that it would make a fine piece of History. Dr. Johnson said it would1. Lord Elibank doubted whether any man of this age could give it impartially. JOHNSON. 'A man, by talking with those of different sides, who were actors in it, and putting down all that he hears, may in time collect the materials of a good narrative. You arc to consider, all history was at first oral. I suppose Voltaire was fifty years' in collecting his Louis XIV. which he did in the way that I am proposing.' ROBERTSON. ' He did so. He lived much with all the great people who were concerned in that reign, and heard them talk of everything: and then either took Mr. Boswell's way, of writing down what he heard, or, which is as good, preserved it in his memory ; for he has a wonderful memory.' With the leave, however, of this elegant historian, no man's memory can preserve facts or sayings with such fidelity as may be done by writing them clown when they are recent. Dr. Robertson said, ' it was now full time to make such a collection as Dr. Johnson suggested ; for many of the people who were then in arms, were dropping' off; and both Whigs and Jacobites were now come to talk with moderation.' Lord Elibank said to him, ' Mr. Robertson, the first thing that gave me a high opinion of you, was your saying in the Select Society', while parties ran high, soon after the year 1745, that you did not think worse of a
1 Johnson, four years later, suggested to Bosvvcll that he should write this history.   Ante, iii. 184, 471.
2  Voltaire was born in 1694; his Louis XIV. was published in 1751 or 1752.
a A society for debate in Edinburgh, consisting of the most eminent men. BOSWELL. It was founded in 1754 by Allan Ramsay the painter, aided by Robertson, Hume, and Smith. Dugald Stewart {Life of Robertson, ed. 3 802, p. 5) says that' it subsisted in vigour for six or seven years, and produced debates, such as have not often been heard in modern assemblies.' Sec also Dr. Carlyle's Auto. p. 297.
man'sohnson indignantly asked him, " Sir, do you understand the original ?"—Tytler. " No, Sir."—Johnson. " Why, then, we see to what this testimony comes:—Thus it is."—He afterwards said to me, " Did you observe the wonderful confidence with which young Tytler advanced, with his front already brasedt" '
